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coal, petroleum, and iron that ever was given to
a single proprietor. In addition to giving Penn
the control of Delaware and, with certain other
Quakers, that of New Jersey as well, the Crown
placed at the disposal of the Quakers 55,000 square
miles of most valuable, fertile territory, lacking
only about three thousand square miles of being
as large as England and Wales. Even when cut
down to 45,000 square miles by a boundary dis-
pute with Maryland, it was larger than Ireland.
Kings themselves have possessed such dominions,
but never before a private citizen who scorned all
titles and belonged to a hunted sect that exalted
peace and spiritual contemplation above all the
wealth and power of the world. Whether the ob-
taining of this enormous tract of the best land in
America was due to what may be called the eternal
thriftiness of the Quaker mind or to the intense de-
sire of the British Government to get rid of these
people at any cost might be hard to determine.

Penn received his charter in 1681, and in it he
was very careful to avoid all the mistakes of the
Jersey proprietary grants. Instead of numerous
proprietors, Penn was to be the sole proprietor.
Instead of giving title to the land and remain-
ing silent about the political government, Perm's